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Dear Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement disclosing information 
which has come to the attention of applicant and/or his attorneys and is being submitted so as to 
comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b), the enclosed Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the 
above-identified application or before the mailing date of a first Action on the merits. 

Neither applicant nor his attorneys make any representation that any information 
disclosed herein may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 
103. Moreover, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that the 



information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, transmitted herewith are: 

1 . A completed copy of Form PTO/SB/08a "Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant" listing the patents, publications and other information being submitted for 
consideration; and 

2. A legible copy of each patent, publication and other item of information in written 
form listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a, except for copies of U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications which are not required for applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

NON-ENGLISH INFORMATION 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, following is a concise explanation of the relevance (as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable 
about the content of the information), of each listed patent, publication or other information that 
is not in the English language: 

1. Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-312377 published November 9, 2001 
discloses a system and method to authenticate a coupling job, with which plural jobs are coupled, 
as a single job. When spooling a print job, these jobs are dispatched from a dispatcher to a 
spooler. When coupling processing is performed there and printing is instructed, the print job is 
read out of a spool file and dispatched again from a despooler to a graphic engine and this time, 
the print job is dispatched from the dispatcher to a printer driver. At such a time point, an 
authentication request at the time of printing is issued from the printer driver to a job account 
client so that one time of authentication request is enough. 



2. Japanese Patent No. 6-3083825 issued April 14, 1998 discloses a system and 
method to perform the fine monitor of a print state without deteriorating the printing efficiency 
by realizing the communication of messages between a print control program and an interruption 
processing program which is started by an interruption given fi-om a laser printer. A print control 
program starts successively the print programs based on the control data. A laser printer evolves 
a print image of a single page and applies an interruption to a word processor when a print job is 
over to process the next page. A fact that the print job of a single page is through is informed in a 
message to the print control program through the interruption processing of a printer driver 
received an interruption. Receiving said message, the print control program replaces the monitor 
information on the print state and at the same time displays the latest print state. Meanwhile the 
print program can perform the print processing quite independently of said processings. Thus it 
is possible to ensure the fine monitor of the print state without deteriorating the parallel 
processing efficiency of both the laser printer and the word processor. 
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